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Voter ID Lawsuit Update T
By Erin Kelley, President, LWV of Indianapolis Area

On June 30, the Indiana Supreme Court decided 4 to 1 tadup
Indiana’s Voter ID law. The League is very disappointethis deci- 9

sion, but appreciates the Court’s thoughtful deliberatiorisf diffi-

cult matter. We particularly commend our attorneys, K &rele stino-M—
Horseman and William Groth, as well as Justice Theo&aehm for his dissenting
opinion. In his dissent, Justice Boehm wrote, “A statiié wrongly denies any grouy
of citizens the right to vote harms us all . . .” Tleague could not agree more.

Despite the Court’'s decision, which is a powerfulbsaik, this is not a total defeat.
The Court left the door open to future "as-applied" chghe. As background, thé
League of Women Voters of Indiana and Indianapolis challetige®oter ID law on a
"facial challenge.” That is, we said the law - in@fcumstances and at all times - &
unconstitutional. The majority of the Court did not agreet made their decision
"without prejudice to future as-applied challenges by any watéawfully prevented
from exercising the right to vote." Individual voters whoidet their rights have beer
infringed upon can, therefore, challenge the law.

What does that mean for the League? It meanswug remain vigilant in our ef-
forts to identify those who have been disenfranchisedhbyVoter ID law and help
them navigate the legal options available to find redress.

On a more philosophical note, | think it is impottemnote that defeat only come
when concerned individuals stop caring; when they capitulatgigadip on making a
difference. The League is a 90-year-old organization izt founded by individuals|
who fought for more than 70 years to guarantee womerafréeequal access to the vofe
— the most fundamental aspect of our democracy. Like ouragisfrforemothers, as
long as we believe our democracy can be improved and thednielp improve it, we
are not defeated.

It is important this election season to volungeemr time and efforts in League work]
We must remain vigilant in monitoring and protecting tigéts ofall eligible voters.

" "@ LWVUS Convention 2010
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By Karen Kay Leonard, LWVIN President

National Convention met from 11-15 June, 2010, at the Mar-
riott Marquis Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia. On behalf IoVV of
Indiana, state officers Sandy Grant, Gail Pebworth, laattended.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent LWVIN as ddlega

I've attended several national Conventions, and this yearss asaenergizing
and exhausting as expected. Far too much takes placenyosingle summary to
do justice to the whole. Here, a few notes must suffloeterms of elections, the big
news is that Mary Wilson's term ended. For the comingnieeem, we will be led by
Conted on page 5




A Time for Everything Under the Sun
From the President’s Pen

- Dear League of Women Voters of Indiana,

‘ In the midst of League of Women Voters"@Mniversary year, we recognize even more
poignantly than usual the truth of the Ecclestiastes idgddhbre is "a time for everything under the sun." Mem-
bers of LWVIN simultaneously are responding to the sting o¥tter 1D defeat, celebrating the renewal of the
Leagues in Ft. Wayne and Kokomo, and preparing to engagensitmth information -- whether it concerns reg-
istering to vote, sponsoring candidate forums, or monitdahiagoolls. Thanks for all you do on behalf of LWV!
As Gail Pebworth regularly reminds us, "Our work hagenéeen more needed."

On 30 June 2010, the Indiana Supreme Court upheld the 2005 IWdi@ndD law as constitutional. To the
League, this means that we will go forward followihg taw's provisions as we have since its passage. Tdie ine
uities and injustices flowing in its wake will be misdgdmost voters. However, Leaguers will look for opportu-
nities to help vulnerable citizens overcome the barriersgistration, even as the Secure ID, with more stringent
"evidence" provisions, takes effect. All of us will conie to vote in a state which has seen only absentee voting
fraud, yet where people voting absentee will be nearlptiheones not required to show ID. Ironic, to say the
least.

While voting in Indiana my have permanent new oltetathere are no such obstacles to the formation of ney
Leagues of Women Voters! As you will note elsewherthimissue, the League in Ft. Wayne has come back to
life. That group is reading books and hearing programsrtagtmake us wish Indiana were geographically as
small as Rhode Island, making it easier to visit one aristaetivities. The state Board is proud and happy to be
recommending to LWVUS their recognition as a full-fledged LeagflWomen Voters. Meanwhile, in a Febru-
ary snow storm in Kokomo, the LWV in Howard County inhaleelpdy, and we hope and expect that before too
long Indiana will be recommending its recognition as odlf[28ague. For these developments we owe particular
thanks to vice-presidents Gail Pebworth and Sandy Gséat have shepherded the process attentively.

Shortly, the fall election season will be in flling. All kinds of work possibilities will be availabl&Vhether
you are registering voters, working on local candidateahisr helping with one of the Indiana Debate Commis-
sion's events for U.S. Senator candidates, or staffingoaitoring the polls, please give yourself a pat on the back.
In the approach to the election, LWVIN intends to post™aral "con" tax cap information on its web site. Obvi-
ously, the result of that referendum will ring down throtlghyears in all our lives. If it passes, our already-
pinched local communities will have to find new means of fogdiumerous services, including part of what is
done in public schools. If it fails, our legislators willedecareful guidance to manage property tax in a manner
that is most useful and equitable. Leaguers alraaelactive in helping their communities comprehend the mag-
nitude and potential consequences of the referendum vbtg. wbrk must continue.

So, after 90 years of paying attention to everythimgder the sun, LWV continues in the same vein. Voters
need full and reliable information, plus the opportunitpasticipate in civil conversation about issues affecting
them. Contests of persons and ideas are simultaneowslyeold. So is the regeneration of Leagues in region
where Leagues previously existed. We attend to eachirsgadime. What affects us as citizens never cetse
be compelling when we realize that we and our heirs mlWwith the result!
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LWVIN 90 ™ Anniversary Festive Celebration
Saturday, September 25

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*

From noon to 3 p.m. at the historic Athenaeum in Imgielis we will be celebrating the*
League’s 90th Anniversary. Following lunch, we will review guffrage roots and Leagl*e
history, honor past and current LWVIN Leaders, and prageais and plans to help the*
League grow stronger to continue to strengthen the ptexof democracy in Indiana. :
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League of Women Voters Auer
of the Ft. Wayne Area Prints
Voters in Allen County have new opportunities fo Some years
learning about political issues and discussing the possipili ago, Eleanor
ties. Like a phoenix, LWV of the Ft. Wayne Area has Aue’r donated
risen from the ashes, thrilling many with the beautyof|it more than
initial flight. Officers have been elected, bylaws ap- twenty stunning

proved, and League of Women Voters of the Ft. Wayn

[

Area became official in June 2010. Using the new stricq \anv Indiana Education Fund. Some will be made

tural approach commended by LWVUS, the group has(aayajlable for purchase or auction, primarily at state

convenor, rather than a traditional president. Look theém-qnventions and councils. Each is signed by its artist
d

up for_yourself; here are the organization's leaders an (Most are the work of Ray Harm, Frederick Kelter Hil-
web site: Convenor: Nancy McCammon-Hansen; Sedlleion, Arthur Singer, or Indiana’s own William Zimmer-

tary: Judy Harris; Treasurer: Eve Bratton; Membgrshi man). There is also one print by Roger Tory Petersor].

Chair: Betsy Kachmar; Webmaster: David Flapan; Webrnhe accompanying picture of mergansers carries the

site: <http://lwvfw.orgp signature of WM Zimmerman (27x21"; no. 51 of a run
We congratulate the Leaguers of the Ft. Wayne aregs 100). For information, contact LWVIN President

plus all who assisted them in achieving official statos, (3 kren Kay Leonard at <kleonard@lwvin.org

we rejoice at their joining Indiana's 18 existing (and ong

more emerging) Leagues in the work of connecting citi

P art prints of birds (and some other wild animals) to the

D
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zens to civic affairs! LWVIN Council 2010

Membership Recruitment and Leadership Leaguers from Terre Haute and the rest of Vigo

Development Training Session County provided wonderful hospitality when LWVIN

Council convened in their city at the end of April. Be

Membership Recruitment and Leadership Development|sides a luscious late-Friday reception, (featucingco-

Training was conducted July 10 at the Four-County Coli late as well as other goodies, plus drinks), they recry
seling Center in Logansport. Twenty Indiana Leaguerd | their school superintendent, mayor, county council

from e|ght local Leagues participated_Anderson, Casd chair, and local historians as Speakers or tour leaders|
County, Greater Lafayette, Howard County MAL unit, ||In addition, they provided staff for the registration tab
Indianapolis, Knox County, Muncie/Delaware and South{ @nd a coordinator for the silent auction. Sincere tha}
Bend. Indiana State Coaches Sandra Mowell and Gail| | to Marta Hughes, Judy Buchholz, Bionca Gambill and
Pebworth presented the latest MRI/Leadership tools ar{q all the people they recruited. Their League gave us|a

resources developed by the LWVUS. wonderful western-Indiana welcome.
Council business proceeded without much furor

: Delegates elected officers, adopted a budget, and cay-

Congratulations! cused on pressing issues such as civility in public di

Howard County has been recommended and | |course. Following Council, three valued leaders fin-

recognized as the MAL Unit of Howard County! | fished their terms and moved off the board of directofs
Kathy Dale (Greater Lafayette), Pat Harris

For the Common Good: (Bloomington-Monroe County), and Jeanette Neagu

(LaPorte County). We appreciate both the work eagh|

90" BirthdayVolume One contains oral histories of | Ten the Board welcomed new Ieadership: Barb
twelve longtime Indiana LWV members and was Phelps, Secretary (South Bend Area), Betty Dovershdr-

) - ) . : ger (Greater Lafayette), Amy Olson (Indianapolis), angl
published in the spring. The oral histories were cgl Kimber Sorensen-Brugh (South Bend Area). Fortu-

ted

vV
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lected by Bloomington Lquuer Pat Harris. Natalie nately, Carrie Soshe (Montgomery County) returned fpr

Desktop Editor.Pat has continued to collect addi- ||because of the dedication of volunteer leaders such
tional oral histories this summer, and a new volumgthese. Please extend your thanks when you see th
will be published in the fall.




dates for office in

Local League

Activities Around the tate

Elkhart County

ing with WSBT-TV, the local CBS af-

Montgomery County

The LWV of Elkhart County is work- LWVMC hosted a Candidate Meet & Greet in Aphill

candidates on the primary ballot were invited to pigdie,

filiate, on a debate between Representativevith candidates in contested county races also invitsgeak

Joe Donnelly and Jackie Walorski, the candi-

the 2nd Congressional District. diemn

lanta and is leadi

and scheduling ¢

ng us to learn more about the “Meshiger

Recruitment Initiative.” Carol Fowler, Karen Ruthedpand
Rhea Cain continue their work with our newsletter andhWe| Publish our monthly newsletter and gather for weekly lunch
site. Leaguers Jeanne Luke, Lenora Maze, and many other¥Ve also had members attending State Council and patticip
look forward to coordinating voter service training S@ssi

andidate forums.

and bring in new

Hamilton County

Hamilton County League of Women Voters met forrthe,
annual meeting in May and were visited by former pregide
Barb Richards. The league will be setting up bootltiseat
farmer’s markets within Hamilton County to register vster

members.

with the League i

Knox County

s planned. Our programming will includ

lunch with the League, Meeting of the Minds, and our ann
meeting. We have created a scholarship for Leadekstog

Co. in honor of Bonnie Orvick and are hoping to implemer f
some of the ideas from the MRI training.

are looking to inc

Michigan City Sa

LaPorte County

Hooray for the 90th Anniversary! In the comingtye
our major focus will be Membership and Fund Raising. Weg Southwestern Indiana

rease our visibility in the comntyni

Lunch with League programs continue. We had a presentd
tion by a local physician on the new Health Care Latjmh.
Last month we met and discussed a local problem imglvi
the Sanitation Department. We drafted a letter urtfieg

nitation District to honor its commént to

the citizens. The LaPorte County LWV joins the LaBor

e ) governments. We plan an extensive public information effert
County Bar Association for an annual Law Day celebnatio 5 the consolidation issue. |

to the audience about their qualifications. Our AnnuattMe
ing program focused on the'9@nniversary with a suffrage

approval of both candidates, this event is scheduled for 23 play and sing-a-long. We also welcomed three past LWVM
October. We are also busy confirming programs fer2D10- [ Presidents as our dinner guests. In June and July, stedho

2011 year. League info booths at our local fairs and festivals and co-
hosted a Green Issues Movie Series.
Indianapolis Area :
We held our annual meeting and welcomed new mamlper Muncie-Delaware County
to the Board. We hosted a “9@nniversary Celebration Pic Our LWV hosted an informational meeting on trealo

nic” where current and potential League members gatherefl government re-organization proposal, continued our local
for food, music, and lots of camaraderie. Sandra Mowel | 4 : _
membership chair, attended the LWVUS convention in At- Candidates Forum. We held our annual dinner/meeting wit

government study, and sponsored a Muncie School Board

guest speaker Julia Vaughn from the Citizen’s Action Coali
tion and elected officers and Board members. We contiinud

ing in the Membership Recruitment Initiative Training.

Porter County

Our LWV participated in the polling place surveys pre-
pared by LWVIN's Election Reform Committee. More than
200 were sent out in Porter County. Our members prepared
copies of the survey for Voter Registration to distréhiihen
collected them from Voter Registration after the Prirtaec-
tion and returned them to Professor Balkema for arsafysil
evaluation. Fortunately, this election went very srhlyotith
few problems with voting machines. Also, voter proldenere
handled more effectively. Our members did this fer2008

LWV's annual retreat is scheduled for August 2nd. In |elections and identified problems which have since laglen
collaboration with the Leagues from Vigo County, Southwgsiressed through training.
ern Indiana, and Greencastle, we are planning an 8thdDistfi
Congressional Debate at Vincennes University. Wedhte South Bend Area
continue with Local state/county candidate forums and-to
port the results of the Township Governance Study. Luncl

We elected officers at our annual business meeting, fo
lowed that with a lively discussion with Stephanie Spieey,
e]:member of the South Bend Community School Board. uAt o

onthly Lunch with the League, speakers have discussed s
utions to global climate change, changes in credit card, law
nd, in June, Notre Dame professor Marty Wolfson spoke
a controversial tax abatement ordinance. The League has
been involved with the Coalition for Responsible Tadate-
ment. In July, AAUW president April Lidinksy, a woman'’s
studies professor at IUSB, and Lisa Plencner, our LMASi-
dent, discussed the gender/wage gap.

Southwestern Indiana LWV has elected officeram P
" Locker, president; Lezlie Simmons, v.p.; Toni Buemer strea
urer; and Sammie Rutherford, secretary. Our annual mgeet
featured a Q & A with our two members who are on thealo
Government Reorganization Committee and assisting with

=)
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draft plan for consolidating Evansville and Vanderburghr@p



League of Women Voters of Indiana
2010 Regional Workshops

Every LWV member is invited to the fall workshops. Eawrkshop gives Leaguers a
chance to talk together about specific topics, such\dsat is the Indiana Debate Commission
doing this fall? What are some new ideas for developing lectgualers? How can we best

use our Ed Fund monies? How can Leagues effectivelymaise money? How can we educate voters on the cgm-
ing referendum that would make property tax caps part dhtliana Constitution? A few experts and many expe
enced Leaguers produce a rich stew of discussion idease Be a part of the experience.

Southern Indiana -- Saturday, August 14 — 9:00 AM — 2:30 PM
Ivy Tech Community College, Bloomington, Indiana

Northern Indiana -- Saturday, September 11 — 9:00 AM —2:30 PM
Indiana University Kokomo, Kokomo, Indiana

Local League DisplaysiLocal Leagues are encouraged to bring their displays tocstsavtheir programming and
the creative ways that they are promoting the Leagueeindgbmmunity. There will be time throughout the day to
meet members from other Leagues and share ideas.

We Need Your RSVP
REGISTER ONLINE at <www.lwvin.org (click on the workshop date you prefer)
OR send email to <event@Iwvin.cerdinclude your phone number, email, League name, wopkdate)
OR call 317-241-VOTE (8683)

Fee: $25.00 per person to be paid for at the workshibys fee includes materials and continental brealkfadt
lunch. Please do not send money! Please RSVP by Augudbt@tie August 14th workshop and September 3rd
for the September 11th workshop.

LWVUS Convention, continued from Page 1

Elisabeth McNamara of Georgia. In terms of finanttes big news is that

national PMP was raisedorethan expected for this 2010-2011 Fiscal Year, to

$29.70, and it will increase the following year to $30.Many Leagues now

will be forced either to raise dues, to fundrais@pato both. Finally, in terms

of action, the big news is that we adoptwd national studies, one on the fed-

eral role in public education, the other on the rolprofatization of

(previously) government functions. Each League will haxdetermine how it

can fit these new areas of learning into its own sehehactivity. Besides

business, Indiana's own Jeanette Neagu, who, in leeasato-president of

League of Women Voters of Lake Michigan, presented a sessitire Lakes' health and well-being and BloomingtonteeRo
Stone, Karen Green Stone, George Hegeman, and Sallyndag#hared the “Health Care for All” message and workedr-
vince delegates to pressure the national staff talagéain abandoning our single-payer position.

Convention features impressive speakers (antmamg this year, John L. Lewis and Kathleen Sibelius). Howyéweme,
the crown jewel was the panel of all living previdd&VUS Presidents, discussing their recollections. Bnotogether to help
celebrate our 9anniversary, the women highlighted various portionsaional history, from the initial inclusion of signifi-
cant third-party candidates in LWV candidate debates, thréieggpassage of “Motor Voter,” to LWV responses to taeiét
Act and the various continuing struggles over electreaiing equipment. From the leaders' presentations, petha impor-
tant take-away lessons are two we already repeat ditsi:that LWV is persistent about its issues. Weked twenty years
for motor voter before it passed. How long may we hawgork for fair laws governing campaign finance??2o8d, the
League's nonpartisan reputation is a treasure which mushibéained. It gives us both access and influence wirether-
wise would have neither.

Please begin planning now for a delegate from yoaf Llegague to attend Convention the second weekend of 2o, in
Washington, D.C. Although the event is expensive, therahation with which Convention ultimately can infuse your
League is worth the investment of both time and money.
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League of Women Voters of Indiana

Mission Statement: The League of Women Votemspmpartisan
organization, encourages informed and active participatiogovern-
ment, works to increase understanding of major public issuekin-
fluences public policy through education and advocacy.

Membership is open to all women and men who ges 48 years
or older and are U.S. citizens. All others who jhie League shall b
associate members.

Activities are funded through membership dues and idosat If
you would like to help fund this important work, pleasedsamonation

1%

to: LWVIN, 445 N Pennsylvania Street, #910, Indianapolis IN 46204.

Checks should be made out to LWVIN. Donations to our Edauct
Fund are tax exempt. Checks for the Education Fund ¢hieumadg
out to LWVIEF.

For additional information, visitww.lwvin.org

Submissions td'he Votercan be sent to
Dee Naylor at dnaylor@Iwvin.org
Deadline for Next Submission: January 24, 2(11

Editors: Dee Naylor and Carrie Sosbe
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